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The correct generic name for the Great Argus (Aves: Phasianidae) 

Jin Mlikovsky 

Abstract. A nomenclatural revision of the generic names applicable to the Great Argus, Argusianus argus (Linnaeus, 
1766), is presented. The valid name for this pheasant is Argusianus Gray, 1855. Argus Temminck, 1807, and Bi-emus 
Billberg, 1828, are preoccupied, while Argusianus Rafinesque, 1815, and Argusianus Gray, 1849, are nomina nuda. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Great Argus, Argusianus argus (Linnaeus, 1766), is a 
conspicuous species of Southeast Asia (McGowan, 1994; 
Madge & McGowan, 2002). It was described by Linnaeus 
(1766: 272) as Phasianus argus, but it is usually placed in the 
monotypic genus Argusianus (e.g. Peters, 1934, Dickinson, 
2003, Dickinson & Remsen, 2013). This generic name has 
been usually attributed to Rafinesque (1815), but Richmond 
(1908) suggested that it should be attributed to Gray (1855), 
while Gregory (2011) suggested that it should be dated 
from Gray (1849). The situation thus requires clarification. 
Moreover, this generic name competes for priority with Argus 
Temminck, 1807, and Bremus Billberg, 1828. Below I present 
a nomenclatural analysis of this case, following the currently 
valid International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN 
1999; hereafter the Code). The generic names are arranged 
in chronological order. 

Argus 

Phasianus argus Linnaeus was first separated at the generic 
level by Temminck (1807: 149), who called the genus Argus. 
The type species of Argus Temminck is, by monotypy, 
Argus giganteus Temminck (1807: 149), created as a new 
replacement name for Phasianus argus Linnaeus, 1766. 

The generic name Argus Temminck, 1807, is potentially a 
junior homonym of Argus Bohadsch (1761: 65; Gastropoda), 
Argus Scopoli (1777: 432; Lepidoptera) and Argus Poli 
(1795: 106, 153, 162; Gastropoda). The generic name Argus 
Bohadsch, 1761, was totally suppressed by ICZN (1944), 
but ICZN (1956) limited the suppression to the Principle 
of Priority, resurrecting the availability of Argus Bohadsch, 
1761, for the Principle of Homonymy. Note that ICZN (1956: 
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336) incorrectly stated that Bohadsch (1761) described Argus 
on page 56, this being an obvious misprint for 65. ICZN 
(1956) totally suppressed the generic name Argus Scopoli, 
1763, dating it from Scopoli (1763: 176), where the name 
was not used in generic sense. However, Scopoli (1777: 
432) used Argus as a valid generic name and the opinion 
of the ICZN applies to Scopoli’s Argus irrespectively of the 
incorrect citation (cf. Art. 80.4 of the Code). 

Thus, the generic name Argus Temminck, 1807, is 
preoccupied by Argus Bohadsch, 1761. and Argus Poli, 1795, 
and cannot be used as a valid generic name. However, it is 
not preoccupied by Argus Scopoli, 1763, or 1777 (contra 
Gregory, 2011: 206), because this name is not available for 
the Principle of Homonymy due to the action by ICZN (1956). 

Rafinesque (1815: 69) listed “Argus R.” as aphasianid genus 
without defining it in any way. Some authors (e.g. Peters 
1934: 132) believed that the “R” (standing for Rafinesque) 
was printed in error and that Rafinesque (1815) took the 
name from Temminck (1807). However, there is no evidence 
that Rafinesque (1815) knew Temminck’s (1807) work and 
Argus Rafinesque, 1815, explicitly attributed by Rafinesque 
to himself, thus should be considered nomenclaturally 
independent of Argus Temminck, 1807, as was first observed 
by Richmond (1908: 591). Thus, Argus Rafinesque, 1815, is 
a nomen nudum (see also Richmond, 1908: 591; Sherborn, 
1923: 460; Gregory, 2011: 207). 

Baker (1930: 447) listed Argusa Kelham (1881: 530) as an 
available generic name. However, Argusa of Kelham (1881) 
is obviously a subsequent incorrect spelling of Argus, not 
an available name. 

Bremus 

Billberg (1828: table 1) created the generic name Bremus as 
a new replacement name for Argus Temminck, 1807, with 
which it thus shares the type species (for which see above). 
Richmond (1908: 594) observed that Bremus Billberg, 1828, 
is preoccupied by Bremus Jurine (in Panzer 1801: 164; 
Hymenoptera; see Morice & Durrant 1914 for this work) and 
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Bremus Panzer, 1801 [Hymenoptera] and his results were 
repeated by Gregory (2011: 207). However, Panzer’s (1801) 
work was suppressed by ICZN (1939). Thus, Bremus Jurine, 
in Panzer, 1801, does not preoccupy Bremus Billberg, 1828, 
since 1939 (contra Gregory, 2011), although it did so in 
Richmond’s (1908) times. Bremus Panzer, 1801 [for the date 
of publication of this work see Sherborn, 1923a; Sandhouse, 
1943: 532; and Evenhuis, 1997: 600] was suppressed for 
the purposes of the Principle of Priority, but not for the 
purposes of the Principle of Homonymy by ICZN (1939). 

Argusianus 

Rafinesque (1815: 219) published the generic name 
Argusianus as a new replacement name for Argus Rafinesque, 
1815. As this generic name is a nomen nudum (see above), 
Argusianus Rafinesque is also a nomen nudum (see also 
Richmond, 1908: 594; Gregory, 2011: 207). 

Richmond (1908: 591, 594) suggested that Argusianus 
should be attributed to Gray (1855: 103), but Gregory (2011: 
207) argued that it should be dated from Gray (1849: 47) 
and his view was adopted by Dickinson & Remsen (2013: 
33). Gregory’s (2011) opinion is wrong, however, because 
Gray (1849: 47) listed Argusianus Rafinesque, 1815, in the 
synonymy of Argus Temminck, 1807. The generic name 
Argusianus thus cannot date from this work (Art. 11.5 of 
the Code). Also, this name cannot be validated from Gray 
(1849) under the provisions of Art. 11.6 of the Code, because 
it was not first listed by Gray (1849) in synonymy, having 
been taken from Rafinesque (1815). 

Thus the first place where the generic name Argusianus was 
introduced in agreement with the Code is Gray (1855), as 
has been suggested already by Richmond (1908). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Summarising the above data, the generic name for the Great 
Argus should be Argusianus and this generic name should 
be attributed to Gray (1855). The synonymy is as follows: 
Argusianus Gray, 1855 
Argus Temminck, 1807: 149 [preoccupied]. 

Bremus Billberg, 1828: table 1 [preoccupied]. 

Argusianus Rafinesque, 1815: 219 [nomen nudum]. 
Argusianus Gray, 1849: 47 [nomen nudum]. 

Argusianus Gray, 1855: 103. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I was supported during the preparation of this paper by the 
project DKRVO 2014/15 of the Ministry of Culture of the 
Czech Republic. 

LITERATURE CITED 

Baker ECS (1930) The Fauna of British India, Including Ceylon 
and Burma. Birds. Second Revised Edition. Volume 7. Taylor 
and Francis, London, viii + 484 pp. 


Billberg GJ (1828) Synopsis faunae Scandinaviae. Volume 1 
(Part 2). Aves. Carolus Deelen, Holmia [= Stockholm], 208 
pp., 3 tables. 

Bohadsch JB (1761) De quibusdam animalibus marinis, eorumque 
proprietatibus, orbi litterario vel nondum vel minus notis, liber. 
Georg Conrad Walther, Dresden, [16] + 169 pp, 12 pis. 

Dickinson EC (ed.) (2003) The Howard and Moore Complete 
Checklist of the Birds of the World. 3 rd Edition. Christopher 
Helm, London, 1039 pp. 

Dickinson EC & Remsen JV Jr (eds.) (2013) The Howard and 
Moore Complete Checklist of the Birds of the World. 4 th Edition. 
Volume 1. Non-Passerines. Aves Press, Eastbourne, 1 + 461 pp. 

Evenhuis NL (1997) Litteratura taxonomica dipterorum (1758— 
1930). Backhuys Publishers, Leiden, viii + 871 pp. 

Gray GR (1849) The Genera of Birds. Appendix. Longman, Brown, 
Green, and Longmans, London, 117 pp. 

Gray GR (1855) Catalogue of the Genera and Subgenera of Birds 
Contained in the British Museum. The Trustees [of the British 
Museum], London, [1] + 192 pp. 

Gregory SMS (2011) The authorship of the generic name 
Argusianus. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club, 131: 
206-208. 

ICZN (1939) Opinion 135. The suppression of the so-called 
‘Erlangen List’ of 1801. Opinions and declarations rendered 
by the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, 
2: 7-12. 

ICZN (1944) Opinion 185. Suppression of Bohadsch (J.B.) De 
quibusdam Animalibus marinis, 1761, and of the German 
translation thereof published by Leske (N.G.) in 1776. Opinions 
and declarations rendered by the International Commission on 
Zoological Nomenclature, 3: 37-52. 

ICZN (1956) Opinion 429. Direction under the Plenary Powers 
limiting to suppression for the purposes of the Law of Priority 
the suppression of the generic name Argus Bohadsch, 1761 
(Class Gastropoda) prescribed by the Ruling given in Opinion 
185 thereby securing that the generic nam e Argus Scopoli, 1763 
(Class Insecta, Order Lepidoptera) shall remain invalid under 
the Law of Homonymy. Opinions and declarations rendered 
by the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, 
14: 323-338. 

ICZN (1999) International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. 4 ,h 
Edition. The International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature, 
London, xxix + 306 pp. 

Kelham HR (1881) Ornithological notes made in the Straits 
settlement and in the Western States of the Malay Peninsula 
[Partim], Ibis, 23: 501-532. 

Linnaeus C [“Linne C. a”] (1766) Systema naturae per tria regna 
naturae, secundum classes, ordines, genera, species, cum 
characteribus, differentiis, synonymis, locis. 12"' Edition. 
Volume 1. Laurentius Salvius, Stockholm [Holmia], 532 pp. 

Madge S & McGowan P (2002) Pheasants, Partridges, and Grouse. 
Princeton University Press, Princeton, 488 pp. 

McGowan PJK (1994) Family Phasianidae (pheasants and 
partridges). In: del Hoyo J, Elliott A & Sargatal J (eds.) 
Handbook of the Birds of the World. Volume 2. New World 
Vultures to Guineafowl. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. Pp. 434-552. 

Morice FD & Durrant JH (1914) The authorship and first publication 
of the ‘Jurinean’ genera of Lepidoptera: being a reprint of 
long-lost work by Panzer, with a translation into English, an 
introduction, and bibliographical and critical notes. Transactions 
of the Entomological Society of London, 1914: 339-436. 

Panzer GWF (1801) Nachricht von einem neuen entmolischen 
[sic] Werke des Hrn. Prof. Jurine in Geneve. Intelligenzblatt 
der Litteratur-Zeitung (Erlangen), 1801: 161-165. 

Panzer GWF [1801] Faunae insectorum Germanicae initia, oder, 
Deutschlands Insecten. Part 85. Felseckersche Buchhandlung, 
Numberg, 24 pis. and accompanying text. 


67 


Mlikovsky: The correct generic name for the Great Argus 


Peters JL (1934) Check-List of Birds of the World. Volume 2. 
Harvard University Press, Cambridge, xvii + 401 pp. 

Poli IX (1795) Testacea utriusque Siciliae eorumque historia et 
anatome tabulis aeneis illustrata. Regio Typographeio, Parma, 
264 + lxxvi pp. 

Rafinesque CS (1815) Analyse de la nature ou tableau de l’univers 
et des corps organises. [The Author], Palermo, 224 pp. 

Richmond CW (1908) Generic names applied to birds during 
the years 1901 to 1905, inclusive, with further additions to 
Waterhouse’s ‘Index generum avium’. Proceedings of the 
United States National Museum, 35: 583-655. 

Sandhouse GA (1943) The type species of the genera and subgenera 
of bees. Proceedings of the United States National Museum, 
92: 519-619. 

Scopoli JA (1763) Entomologia carniolica exhibens insecta 
Camioliae indigena et distributa in ordines, genera, species, 
varietates, methodo Linnaeana. Ioannes Thomas Trattner, 
Vindobona [= Vienna], [30] + 420 + [3] pp. 


Scopoli JA (1777) Introductio ad historiam naturalem sistens genera 
lapidum, plantarum et animalium hactenus detecta, characteribus 
essentialibus donata, in tribus divisa, subinde ad leges naturae. 
Wolfgangus Gerle, Praga [= Praha], [6] + 506 + [34] pp. 

Sherbom CD (1923a) On the dates of G.W.F. Panzer’s ‘Fauna 
Insect. German.,’ 1792-1844. Annals and Magazine of Natural 
History, Series 9, 11: 566-567. 

Sherbom CD (1923b) Index animalium sive index nominum quae ab 
A.D. MDCCLVIII generibus et speciebus animalium imposita 
sunt. Sectio secunda: A kalendis ianuariis, MDCCCI usque ad 
finem decembris MDCCCL. Part 3. Index Anus-Bail. Trustees 
of the British Museum, London, 385-640 pp. 

Temminck CJ (1807) Catalogue systematique du Cabinet 
d’Ornithologie et de la collection de Quadrumanes de Crd. 
Jb. Temminck. Avec une courte description des oiseaux non- 
decrits suivi: d’une note d’oiseaux doubles et de quelques 
autres objects d’histoire naturelle offerts en echange. C. Sepp 
Jansz, Amsterdam, viii + 270 + 34 pp. 


68 


